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MINUTES OF EMACT AGM 

7.00pm, 8 May 2018 

Loughborough Grammar School Staff Room 
3 Burton Walks, Loughborough, LE11 2DU 

Present 

Alison Henshaw (Chair, Reading Competition Organiser, Nottingham Girls’ High School) 
Simon Fletcher (Treasurer, Derby Grammar School) 
Hilary Walters (Website) 
Nick Pollock (Sixth Form Study Day Organiser, Loughborough Grammar School) 
Jane Packer (Poster Competition Organiser, Nottingham High School) 
Tony Payne (Greek Certificates Organiser) 
Phil Harper (Loughborough Grammar School) 
Pat Bunting 
Gerard Stevens (Loughborough High School) 
Katherine Taylor (Secretary)   

M1: Apologies for Absence 

Rachel Burn (Loughborough High School) 
Ben Harrison (Nottingham High School) 

M2: Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as an accurate record.  There were no matters 

arising other than such as are dealt with in the following sections. 

M3: Chairman’s Report (Alison) 

The chair reviewed the past year: the 2017 poster competition, summer social, autumn reading 

competition and spring 2018 Sixth Form Study Day, all of which had been successful.  She thanked 

the organisers of these events, respectively Jane Packer, Hilary Walters and Pat Bunting, Nick Pollock 

and Phil Harper.  She also thanked Simon Fletcher for running the EMACT account, Hilary Walters for 

maintaining the website, and Tony Payne for organising the Greek Certificates, along with other 

members of the committee for their contributions. 

Members of the committee thanked Alison for her dedication and work, especially in organising the 

reading competition. 

M4: Secretary’s Report (Katherine) 

The secretary reported having updated the mailing list from time to time and having circulated a 

number of messages along with a calendar of events for the year 2017-18.  She was also about to 

apply for a grant from the Classical Association for the 2018 reading competition. 

The question of the GDPR was raised in regard to emails, and it was agreed that Katherine would 

circulate an email requesting that any EMACT member who wished to have their email address 

details withdrawn from the distribution list should contact her. 
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M5: Treasurer’s Report (Simon) 

The treasurer presented the accounts for 2017.  The balance on 31 December 2017 was £970.84 but 

a sum of £430 has since been received from the Classical Association to defray the expense of the 

tokens for the November 2017 reading competition.  The cash position at 1 May 2018 was reported 

to stand at £1463.30. 

Book tokens totalling £645 had been distributed to prize-winners during 2017: £195 for the poster 

competition and £450 for the reading competition. 

The treasurer thanked Nick Pollock, the organiser of the 6th Form Study Day, for the receipts. 

The treasurer reported that all the main subscriptions had been received, and that Warwick School 

and Loughborough High School had taken up the invitation to pay for the 2016-17 subscription as 

well, as none of the subscribers had been asked to pay the previous year.  Some of the individual 

subscribers had not paid yet, but this was not regarded as a matter of great concern. 

The chair and members of the committee thanked the treasurer for his work. 

M6: Sixth Form Classics Study Day (Nick) 

Nick reported that the study day held at Loughborough Grammar School in February had been very 

well attended, with students from 13 schools present.  This made 2018 nearly the best attended 

Study Day so far.  The high attendance may have arisen in part from the invitations to schools to 

book having been sent out early.  Nick gave thanks to Phil Harper for having dealt with bookings and 

for booking the speaker, and for the other ways in which he had helped organise the event.  He also 

thanked Rachel Burn, Head of Classics at Loughborough High School, for her support. 

All the feedback received had been positive. 

Nick announced that he would be stepping down from organising the event in future, as he was 

leaving Loughborough Grammar School and teaching for a new career. 

A discussion ensued about the future of the Sixth Form Study Day.  It was decided that it should be 

maintained, but Phil said that his own commitments in the coming year would preclude his taking 

over the organisation of the event, although he was ready to advise the new organiser.  Jane Packer 

volunteered to take on the role of chief organiser, and offered to investigate whether her school, 

Nottingham High School could host the event.  Nick outlined the work involved: researching and 

appointing the speakers most appropriate for addressing the topics being studied by the students; 

dealing with the applications; circulating information to participants prior to the day; organising 

rooms and refreshments.  He noted that there were intensive periods of administration, especially 

immediately prior to the day. 

Jane was undeterred, and members of the committee thanked her for taking on the role of chief 

organiser.  The Sixth Form Study Day will therefore be held on Wednesday 6th February 2019, 

probably at Nottingham High School. 

The chair and members of the committee thanked Nick for organising the study day both this year 

and in previous years, and wished him well for his transition into a new phase of his life. 
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M7: Reading Competition (Alison) 

Alison reported that the event, held at Derby Grammar School on 15 November 2017, was highly 

enjoyable and successful.  She thanked the judges. 

Alison noted that using excerpts from GCSE set texts for the readings made attendance more 

practicable as students could practise reading texts they would need to know thoroughly anyway.  

She mentioned, however, that the novice section needs to be better attended, and that pupils need 

not know Latin to make an attempt at reading. 

Next year’s reading competition will be held at Nottingham Girls’ High School in the Space on 

Wednesday 21 November 2018. 

Members of the committee thanked Alison for organising the reading competition. 

M8: Poster Competition (Jane) 

Jane reported on the success of the 2017 competition and the progress of the 2018 competition on 

the topic of ‘Imagine if the Romans had never come/never left’.  The deadline for the competition is 

28 June 2017.  She noted that though entries were fewer than last year, those so far submitted were 

very inspired.  Years 7, 8 and 9 were all represented. 

A suitable topic for the 2019 competition was considered but not fully decided.  However, it was 
agreed that the topic should be something from Greek mythology with an element of challenge. 
 
Teachers are asked to encourage their students to participate.  Joint efforts are welcomed as well as 

individual submissions, and there are no size limits for the poster entries. 

The chair and members of the committee thanked Jane for organising the poster competition. 

M9: Greek Certificates (Tony) 

Tony reported on the Greek Certificate.  He noted that this year fewer students had participated and 

that there had only been 5 entries. 

He mentioned again the potential grand-parent effect – that enthusiasm for learning Greek among 

the older generations, some of whom might be grandparents, could provide an indirect way of 

influencing school-age children to take up the language.  To this end, he suggested making contact 

with schools about the certificate and inviting them to take it up.  It might help to tell the schools 

that the certificates are recognised by universities as a qualification.  Hilary suggested that some 

people might be using the booklets (which are free and downloadable from the EMACT website) 

without entering for the certificates. 

Tony concluded by praising and thanking Hilary for her work on the booklets. 

The chair and committee thanked Tony for running the Certificates. 
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M10: Website 

Hilary has kept the website up-to-date, including details of all EMACT events and adding information 

for other Classics events taking place locally. 

Hilary noted that there were no implications for the EMACT website from the new GDPR due to take 

effect on 25 May 2018, since all the data there was in the public domain anyway. 

The chair and committee thanked Hilary for regularly updating the website.  Jane Packer offered to 

put EMACT on Twitter. 

M11: Annual Social Event 

Last year’s social was a huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by all those attending.  Hilary Walters 

and Pat Bunting have very kindly offered to host the 2018 social, which will take place at 12.00pm on 

Sunday 2 September.  It is open to all members of EMACT and Nottingham CA and their families. 

M12: Classical Association (Nottingham Branch) 

It was noted that there is one lecture left to be delivered by Dr. Will Bowden at Nottingham 

University on the subject of ‘Being Roman in the land of Boudica’ on Tuesday 3 July at 5.30pm. 

In a short discussion the question of where the annual Wiedemann lecture should be held was 

raised.  It was argued that it should be in a public space, such as the WEA venue in Nottingham, not 

at a school.  Hilary will contact Nottingham CA and ask them to take this up. 

M13: ARLT 

The ARLT is to have its annual Summer School at Uppingham again this year, and teachers are 

encouraged to attend. 

M14: Election of Officers 

There were no elections for new officers.  However, Alison notified the committee that she had been 

chairman for three years, and that perhaps a new chairman should be elected next year at the end 

of her fourth term. 

Jane Packer was officially made chief organiser of the Sixth Form Study Day. 

M15: Date of Next AGM 

The date of next year’s EMACT AGM is to be Tuesday 7 May 2019 at 7pm and it will be held in the 

staff room at Loughborough Grammar School. 

M16: AOB 

There was no further business to discuss. 

The Meeting Closed at 7.58pm 


